














Bennet Elementary - District OR-1         
(402) 782-3535 50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317    ostrander.mel@districtor1.net 
 

Newsletter - March 21st, 2025 
 

Arrival 7:55-8:25                   Dismissal 3:20       Early Dismissal Days 1:00 
 

Principal’s Update 
 
A Wild Week! 

Parents, thank you for your flexibility and support this week as we navigated another week of 

disruption and inconsistency in schedules. We were fortunate to hold a professional 

development opportunity on Monday as we prepare a new teacher evaluation and growth tool 

that will help elevate instructional outcomes at District OR-1. What we did not anticipate was 

another week of winter weather after having days of 80 degrees and sunshine! What a wild 

weather week and the perfect cap to an interesting winter season. Hopefully, this will be our last 

week of snow days and late starts and we will be able to avoid these days moving forward. I 

sincerely thank you for your support as we make tough decisions to protect the safety and 

wellbeing of our families throughout our school district boundaries.  

 
Upcoming Events 

● March 31st- No School- Teacher In Service 
● April 17th-21st- No School- Easter Break 
● April 23rd- 3rd Grade Field Trip 
● March 24th- Vision/ Hearing Screenings 
● April 29th- 2nd Grade Field Trip 
● May 2nd- Kindergarten Round Up & Parent Meeting- 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
● May 2nd- No Kindergarten Students in Attendance  
● May 7th, 8th, 12th- 4th Grade Homestead Field Trip 
● May 9th- No School- Staff Development/ ECNC Track Meet 
● May 14th- 5th Grade Field Trip 
● May 20th- Last Day of Elementary School 
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Standard Response Protocol 
Bennet Elementary’s adoption of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) provides a 
standardized approach to managing various events, both threatening and 
non-threatening, that may happen in or around our school. 
 
These protocols provide actions for the following situations: 
● Lockout (danger is outside the school) 
● Lockdown (danger is inside the school) 
● Evacuate (leave the school building, such as a fire) 
● Shelter (tornado or severe weather) 
● Hold (stay in classrooms due to a non-threatening event outside the classroom) 
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Student Directory Link 
 
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
A few reminders that I would like to share to help everyone get in and out quickly: 

● Please have students enter and exit your vehicle on the passenger side of your 
vehicle. The drop off lane is extremely effective and the safety of your student is 
our top priority. By doing this, we can ensure that students are not in zones of 
traffic and are not in harm's way.  

● If you are using the parent drop/pick up lanes, please stay in your vehicles. If you 
would like to park and walk up, please utilize the parking spaces in the interior of 
the parent pickup/dropoff lane.  

● In the afternoon only, Kindergarten parents may utilize the bus drop off lane for 
pickup for Kindergarten students and older siblings. Grades 1-5 will continue to 
use the primary pickup/dropoff lane. Teachers have now been assigned zones to 
help aid in the location of your students to help you get in and out quickly.  

● For preschool students, we have begun a student drop-off zone similar to the 
primary drop-off lane. If you would like to stay in your vehicle, a staff member will 
assist with getting your student out of the vehicle. 

 
Arrival Times 
Students that are participating in the Rec program can be dropped off starting at 7:00. 
All other students can arrive no earlier than 7:50 unless they are utilizing school busing 
or the Rec Program. School starts at 8:20 and the tardy bell rings at 8:30. Breakfast 
begins at 7:50 and ends at 8:20. 
 
PowerSchool  
Please check PowerSchool to view grades, missing assignments, and lunch balances. If 
you need to set up your account, please call Melissa in the office. 
 
District Calendar 
24-25 District Calendar  
 
Transportation: 
If you have any questions regarding bussing, please contact Cathy Fick at 
402-540-2879.  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mu__YWPiBGy0GSbLuJAJ-hIq2VjWXm3U/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108801497940244131822&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/District%20Calendar%202024-2025.%20Final.%20Updated.%20June.%20Board%20Approved.%20July%2011.2024%20-%2024-25%20Draft%20Calendar%208_12%20Start%20%281%29.jpg


 

Palmyra High School  
Blood Drive 

Held on the Bloodmobile 
 

 

Thursday, March 27 
1:00PM – 6:00PM 

 

 

Appointments Recommended  
Visit ncbb.org/searchdrives 

Use sponsor code PHS 
You can also scan the QR Code to access the schedule 

Or call us at 402.486.9414 
  

 

 

Are you 16 years old?  
Please have your parent permission form  

complete & with you at donation 

 (Must be completed each time you donate while you are 16) 
 

 



ALL  PROCEEDS  WILL  GO  TO  THE
JOSH  THE  OTTER  NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION.

DODGEDODGE  
FORFOR    A CAUSEA CAUSE

STUDENT  COUNCIL’S  ANNUAL  DODGEBALL  TOURNAMENT

FRIDAY,  APRIL  11TH 
7:00PM

$5  PER  PERSON
5  PEOPLE  MINIMUM

MINIMUM  2  GIRLS  &  2  BOYS

TEAM INFORMATION

6TH - 8TH  VS.  EACH OTHER
9TH & UP  VS.  EACH OTHER

PAPER FORMS/PAYMENT DUE DAY OF TOURNAMENT

JOSH  THE  OTTER’S  MISSION  IS
TO  EDUCATE  CHILDREN  AND
ADULTS  WORLDWIDE  ABOUT

WATER  SAFETY  THROUGH  THE
UTILIZATION  OF  DROWNING
PREVENTION  CAMPAIGNS  &
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  WATER

SAFETY  TRAINING

Jos
h the Otter

Float 4 LifeSCAN  HERE  TO  REGISTER
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