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...Continued. ”Superintendent” 

Superintendent:  Michael Hart 

Director of Student Services: Linde Walter 

Palmyra Principal: Heath Johnson 

Bennet Principal: Jared Haag 

Activities Director: Aaron Hoeft 

Panther Families, 
   I hope all of you are having a safe and relaxing sum-
mer! As we move quickly through July, we have a lot 
of information to share with you.  Please use this 
newsletter as a guide for organizing information rela-
tive to the start of the 2024-2025 school year.  

“New to the District” Teaching Staff  

•Included below is the list of “New to the District” teachers hired 
for the 2024-2025 school year.   
•We are excited to welcome our new teachers to the district, and I 
am confident they are going to do a fantastic job working with our 
students, families, and current staff. 
•More specific information about these staff members is contained 
later in the newsletter. 

Personnel Change:  

• Ms. Linde Walter will now be our Director of Student Pro-
grams, and she will be primarily located at the high school.  

• Although Ms. Walter will no longer be serving as the Bennet 
Elementary School Principal, I am confident she will do an out-
standing job maximizing our student programs (Title, Gifted, Spe-
cial Education, etc.) and successfully meeting the needs of our stu-
dents, staff, and families in this new role.  

• New Staff 

• Graduation News 

• 2024-2025 Calendar 

Aspire Academy Thrives  
in First Year 

 
The commencement of the Aspire Program 
at District OR1 during the 2023-2024 
school year introduced a transitional initia-
tive for special education students aged 18-
21, focusing on developing crucial work 
and life skills aiding in their transition to 
adulthood. Students engaged in community
-based work experiences, acquiring practi-
cal job knowledge and exploring various 
career opportunities.  
 
Students throughout this year gained 
meaningful work experiences in many dif-
ferent career fields allowing them to fine-
tune their list of potential jobs after the 
program.  Places Aspire visited this year 
include: Work N Ranch retail store, Tai-
lored Life, Copper Moon Steakhouse, the 
Lincoln Children’s Zoo, cleaning the Ben-
net Community Church, Runza, Douglas 
Theaters, and Hy-Vee.   
 
Along with these businesses, students also 
had jobs within the school that they helped 
with daily including salad bar preparation, 
helping check in books in the library, and 
assisting in preschool and PE classes. Ad-
ditionally, they also practiced life skills 
such as cooking, personal hygiene, shop-
ping, and financial management.  
 
The program's inaugural year was success-
ful, and we look forward to its future pro-
gress. 
 
On the following page are some pics that 
are some of our favorites! 

• Follow District OR1 at www.districtor1.org 

• Download the app for iOS and Android 

• Follow student progress on PowerSchool 

• Follow District OR1 on Twitter @OR1_Panthers 

• Make sure your school has your e-mail and phone 

• Follow official weather at www.1011now.com 



Getting ready to 
deliver Bennet Bites 
orders to the 
elementary teachers. 

Anjali watering flowers 

at Tailored Life . 

Learning how to use a 

fire extinguisher during 

Fire Safety Week.  

Prepped and ready to serve the 
teachers Thanksgiving feast. 

Learning how to roll silverware at 
Palmyra Bar.  

Ben 
ready to 
take an 
order at 
Runza.  

Megan 

filling 

ranches 

at Runza.  



Continued from “Superintendent” 

 
Construction Update:  

Thank you again for your patience with the construction this 
past year and all of the challenges associated with the build-
ing expansion projects at both buildings. 
 
Bennet Elementary Update:  

• Currently, we are closing in on having all classrooms at 
Bennet Elementary ready by the first day of school.  

• Unfortunately, we will experience some slight delays 
with the accessibility of the gym, multi-purpose room,  and 
certain areas of the playground, but we have a plan in place 
to address these potential delays.  
 
Palmyra High School Update:  

• Progress continues nicely at the high school, and it ap-
pears that the first-floor classrooms and commons area will 
be available by the first day of school.  

• There may be some slight delays in the completion of 
the second-floor classrooms in the new east addition, but 
plans are in place to mitigate these delays until the rooms 
are completely ready.  
 
Community Open House:  

• We are tentatively planning to have a community Open 
House at both buildings sometime in September. 

• Please stay tuned for more details on these events as we 
get closer to the start of school. 
 

District Calendar Update: 
An updated district calendar is contained within this news-
letter. A summary of the most recent changes is listed be-
low: 

• K-12 students will start on Monday, August 12th. 

• Preschool will begin on Tuesday, August 13th.  

• Tuesday, February 18th, 2025 will now be a regular 
school day for all students. 

• The last day of school will now be Tuesday, May 20, 
2025, for elementary students. 

• The last day of school for students in grades 6-12 will 
now be Wednesday, May 21, 2025.  
 
Thank you again for your patience and flexibility with the 
changes to the calendar.  

 

Community Meeting on Area Childcare Possibilities: 

• In collaboration with the Nebraska Children and 
Families Foundation’s Communities for Kids, we will be 
hosting a community input meeting on Monday, July 29th 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the American Legion building in 
Bennet.  

• All community members are invited to come and hear 
input about the potential for increasing childcare opportuni-
ties in our area.  

• More information about this event will be communicat-
ed in the coming weeks through our social media channels.  

 

Student and Staff Kudos: 

• Even though our teachers and students have not been in 
school since the end of May and there have been building 
access limitations related to construction, there still has been 

a lot of activity in and out of our district facilities this 
summer.  
 

• Aside from sports camps, community events, summer 
enrichment, credit recovery, field trips, high school 
weightlifting and conditioning, staff curriculum work, 
driver training, lesson planning, and committee work, our 
staff and students continue to stay busy working to be 
ready when school starts up again in the fall. We are 
blessed to have such outstanding staff who are committed 
to serving our students, families, and our community! 
 

• Additionally, I would also like to spotlight the hard 
work of our office support staff, administrators, custodi-
ans, technology support staff, food service, and mainte-
nance/transportation personnel. The “behind the scenes” 
work these individuals do throughout the summer is criti-
cal in facilitating efficient and effective operations 
throughout the school year.  
 

• Special congratulations also go out to our students for 
their continued participation in our camps, clinics, and 
“team-based” activities this summer and to our coaches 
and sponsors for organizing these activities.  
 

• Events like basketball, football, volleyball, cheerlead-
ing, and other camps (as well as students attending leader-
ship and extracurricular-specific events like FFA and 
FCCLA conferences) are shining examples of our students 
and staff giving extra effort to enhance their skills 
throughout the year.   
 

• Our students and coaches have also participated in 
community events like the Old Settlers Picnic in Palmyra 
and the 4th of July celebration and parade in Bennet and 
continue to participate in a variety of community activities 
throughout the summer months. Many of our students also 
remain busy helping families at home or working at vari-
ous jobs throughout the area, and we are proud of all of 
their accomplishments and service.  
 

• Finally, strong community support for our district and 
advocating for high-quality public schools is critical for 
success. District OR-1 is an excellent school system filled 
with great students and outstanding staff members, but we 
simply could not do what we do as a district without the 
continued support of our community patrons and local 
businesses.  
 

• There are also a myriad of patrons and businesses 
who contribute their time and talents to helping our stu-
dents, staff, and programs thrive and we are grateful to all 
of them. Thank you for supporting our students, staff, and 
the district! 
 

• In summary, we are very fortunate to serve in a grow-
ing and progressive school district with a solid commit-
ment to continued excellence and a “kids first” approach 
to education. District OR-1 is a great place to be! 

 



Panther Families, 

Please help us in growing 

our Palmyra-Bennet-

Douglas Teammates chapter in the 2024-2025 school year! 

We are looking for mentors who can meet with a teammate 

roughly 30 minutes a week. If you or somebody you know 

would be a great mentor to our youth, let’s connect. 

Everybody can use another trusted adult in their lives. All 

students grades 3-12 are eligible for the TeamMates program. 

If you would like to discuss your student having another pos-

itive mentor, please reach out to program coordinator, Austin 

Lahmon. 

School Newsletter: 
 

•In this issue of the school newsletter will be information 
relative to school meals, activities information, facility 
expansion information, school supply lists, “beginning of 
the school year” activities and events, lunch applications, 
physical forms, and other information that will help our 
families prepare for the new school year.  

•  

• Please note: Subsequent newsletters throughout the 
2024-2025 school year will only be distributed electroni-
cally through our school website and social media chan-
nels. Listed below is the link for the district's Facebook 
page and school website: 

• https://www.facebook.com/District-OR-1-School 

• www.districtor1.org 
 

• Any community patron or organization wanting to receive 
“hard copies” of any newsletter can call our school offices dur-
ing regular school hours and our staff will make copies for 
those requesting the “hard” copies.  
 

• Additional “hard copies” of the district newsletters will 
also be available at designated local business and community 
gathering spots like the banks, post office, etc. in the Palmyra 
and Bennet communities.   
 

• To ensure patrons receive all district information on time, 
please make sure you update all family contact information 
before the start of the school year.  
 

• If you have questions about updating your information, 
please contact our school offices.  
 

School Lunch Program and Student Meals Reminder:  

• Families should contact our school office as soon as 
possible for information on free and reduced school meal 
guidelines, income parameters, and application proce-
dures. 

“Beginning of School” Events and Important Reminders 

Monday, August 5th 

• All staff return to the district for staff training and be-
ginning of school orientation 

 
Thursday, August 8th: 

• Open House for elementary students from 3:00 - 6:00 
p.m. at Bennet.  

• Please note parking will be limited.  

• Open House for PHS students from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. at 
the high school.  
 
Monday, August 12th  

• First Day of School for students: K-12  

• Board of Education regular board meeting beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. at Palmyra High School in the Media Center 
 
Tuesday, August 13th:  

• First Day of Preschool at Bennet Elementary School  
 

Thursday, August 22nd:   

• Panther Booster Bash at the Olson Complex at 7:00 
p.m. 

Thank you again for supporting our school district!  If you 
have any additional questions, please call our school offic-
es.  Enjoy the rest of your summer break! 
 
ALLERGIES: 
 
***Due to various student allergies, any treats brought into the 
elementary classroom need to be store-bought with the ingredi-
ents clearly labeled. Thank you for your cooperation with this 
safety/wellness procedure.*** 

 
Before and After School Recreation Program: 
 

• Bennet Elementary will continue to offer a before and after 
school recreation program.  Starting on Monday, August 12th, 
for a fee, school age children attending Bennet Elementary 
may take part in this program. There will be a table at Open 
House for you to register your child. If your child will be 
attending the before or after school care program, please stop 
by to register your child.  
  
• Times: 7:00 –8:20 a.m. and 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Students not 
pre-registered will not be allowed to take part in the program.  
  

• Cost: $4.50/hr per child.  Time kept to the nearest 15 min. 
increment.  A minimum of one hour’s time will be charged for 
after school  participation. 
 

• Payment:  Prepayment in blocks of $25.00 or more. There 
will also be a  $25 non-refundable registration fee at the begin-
ning of the year. 
 

• Structure: Activities will be offered such as board games, 
gym games, computer lab time, crafts, and playground fun. 
Study time and help for those that desire it will be available 
also.   In addition, students will be offered an after school 
snack and be eligible for school breakfast in the morning. 

• The cost of breakfast will be additional. 
 
• Supervision: Students will be supervised by at least one 
adult.  Additional help will be hired if needed, so student to 
supervisor ratio doesn’t exceed 15 to 1. 
 
Go Panthers! Mike 

https://www.facebook.com/District-OR-1-School-107353451595254/
http://www.districtor1.org


What’s Happening in Kindergarten 

KDG 

On Friday, April 12th we welcomed 47 upcoming Kindergarteners for Kinder-

garten Round-up. They spent the morning getting a glimpse into just what 

Kindergarten might be like next year. The children were able to experience 

calendar time and centers in the classrooms, meet Mrs. McCreight and her 

assistant “Freddy the Frog” for music, have some outside time, and enjoy sto-

ry time along with a snack. We look forward to seeing them in the fall when 

they are officially Kindergarteners. We are heading into the last days of this 

school year, and to celebrate that, the Kindergarteners have been counting 

down with the ABCs. Since the middle of April, each school day has had a letter theme. This week our letter themes 

were for the letters M-Q…Musical Chairs, New Name Day, Outdoor Lesson Day, Pajama Day, and Queen (or King) 

Day. Can’t wait to Zip in and Zip Out on our last day of school. 

 

Second Graders went on their field trip 

to the SAC Museum on Monday, April 

29th. Second graders got to explore Leo-

nardo da Vinci's inventions and learn 

how they work. We also spent time in 

the planetarium learning about space 

and constellations. It was a great way to 

learn hands-on about space and science! 

We are so thankful for all the parents 

that joined us on our field trip! 

Elementary Art 
 
While in art, students are given opportunities to use their 
imaginations, solve artistic problems, and develop ideas, 
knowledge, and skills to create, respond to, present, and 
connect art to what they already know. Students partici-
pate in creative experiences that promote individual 
growth, encourage cooperative learning, and teach the 
importance of perseverance and craftsmanship. This year, 
students have explored a variety of materials to create 
projects that include portraits, pinch pots, and works in-
spired by nature and various artists such as Georgia 
O’Keeffe and Faith Ringgold. 
  
Artsonia.com is the world's largest collection of student 
art. Here you can view art online, leave comments, and 
order keepsakes featuring your child’s artwork. Artsonia 
allows students to share artwork with family and friends 
and gain access to hundreds of virtual art classes that can 
be enjoyed from home. To create an account and view the 
amazing artwork that has been created this year, be sure 
to scan the provided QR code. 



Teacher’s Association Team with ASPIRE 

As Teacher Appreciation Week unfolded this year, As-
pire Academy, District OR1’s 18-21 transition program, 
took on the task of catering a meal for our amazing teach-
ers for all their tireless dedication and unwavering com-
mitment.  

In our ongoing efforts to honor and appreciate the invalu-
able contributions of our teachers, Aspire Academy orga-
nized two separate feasts. The event was a collaborative 
effort with Palmyra Bennet Education Association.  As-
pire prepared and served the delicious meals while the 
PBEA financed the meal for all association mem-
bers.  From homemade dishes to gourmet treats, every 
item that was served was made with love and care and 
provided a teaching moment for the Aspire stu-
dents.  Students learned and practiced many of the basics of cooking 
such as planning the shopping list, going to the store, and then cooking 
the food, but they also worked on skills like portioning dressing cups, 
rolling silverware, and serving and pouring drinks.      

As the teachers arrived for their meal, they were greeted with smiles and 
expressions of gratitude from the students. This was especially meaning-
ful to the Aspire students, as many of the teachers they served had an 
impact in their lives and schooling at some point from preschool on up 
to graduation.  The atmosphere buzzed with excitement and appreciation 
as they enjoyed a well-deserved break from their busy schedules to en-
joy their food and connect with their colleagues. 
 
To all the teachers out there: thank you for your passion, your dedica-
tion, and your unwavering commitment to shaping the future. Your hard 
work does not go unnoticed, and your influence extends far beyond the 
walls of the classroom. 
 

Top: Association members enjoy a full pasta luncheon. Middle: Deserts were especially 

well-received. Right: Anjali sets tableware and drinks. Above: Aspire is ready for service. 



Preseason Sports Information.  If you don’t see your 
fall sport/activity information in this newsletter, your 
coach will be reaching out to you at a later date with 
information.  
 
HS practices can officially begin on August 12th. 
 
All players need to have a physical completed 
prior to the start of practice.  If you are unable to 
get one by the first day of practice, you may at-
tend but only watch. 
 
Concussion Testing at Palmyra High School   

A link will be emailed to all athletes’ school email ac-
count, that will allow them to complete their concus-
sion test on a computer or Chromebook.  Please look 
for an email after August 1st. 

Sports Physicals 

If you are in grades 7-12th and plan to participate in a 
sport for the upcoming 24-25 school year, you must 
have a current physical on file, dated after May 1, 2024, 
and in the office prior to the first practice. An NSAA 
permission form is also needed on file prior to the first 
contest. Both the physical form and NSAA form can be 
found and printed from the school website under the 
HS Athletics tab. 

 
2024-25 Activity Passes/Fees 

For those wanting to purchase single or family passes, 
which are good for all athletic events at the school 
(exceptions; One Act, Main Stage, District and Confer-
ence contests), may do so at the Booster Bash sched-
uled for August 22nd. Otherwise, passes may be pur-
chased in the east downstairs office during normal 
school hours. Pass fees are as follows: 

Senior Citizen Pass (60+): $5 
Single Pass: $65 
Family Pass: $140 
Regular daily event admission: 
JH Contest: Adults $5, Students (K-12) $3 
HS Contest: Adults $6, Students (K-12) $4 
Student Activity Fee (7-12): $40 
 
Prom Fee: (new in 2023)—Starting in 7th grade and 
through their junior year, each student will pay a $15 
fee that will go towards their senior prom.  This will 
eliminate the need for class fundraising and ensure that 
funds are available for the cost of the facility rental, 
decorations, DJ and snack food.  Additional leftover 
money from the prom fees will go towards the costs of 
cap and gown. Graduating classes of 2025, 2026, and 
2027 will need to continue fundraising when they are 
juniors to make up the difference that was not collected 
from the beginning of their 7th grade year.  Graduating 
classes of 2028 and beyond should have enough money 
from fees to cover prom expenses. 

Activities Calendar 

The Activities Calendar for the 2024-25 school year is 
linkable to Google Calendar starting July 1st by using 

the school website and clicking on the calendar 
icon on the main page. At the top of the calen-
dar you can click the “Subscribe” tab to add it 
to your personal calendar. Another option is to 
download the “rSchool” app from your app 
store. Do a search for “Activity Scheduler” and 
follow the set up options for viewing our 
school’s calendar.  A final option is to use the 
www.eastcentralnebraskaconf.org link to view 

the school’s events and activities through the summer 
and next school year. 

 
2024-25 Booster Bash 

Will be held at the Olson Complex on Thursday Au-
gust 22nd.  Food and various booths selling apparel, 
activity passes and other activity information will be 
set up and ready by 5pm.  The program portion will 
begin at 7pm.   

 
Facilities use requests for 2024-25 

Facility use requests for youth teams will be accepted 

starting Monday August 12th. Requests for volleyball 

and youth football will be processed first and then 

basketball and wrestling. Elementary gym requests 

can be made by emailing haag.jar@districtor1.net. 

High School gym requests can be made by emailing 

hoeft.aar@districtor1.net. Gym requests will be pro-

cessed in the order received based on the email time 

stamp. Please indicate a first and second choice in 

your email with your preferred day and time. Due to 

the large number of requests in the past, teams are 

limited to one practice slot a week Monday thru Fri-

day 6pm-9pm, Saturday 8am-9pm and Sunday 12pm-

6pm, at either the elementary or high school until all 

requests have been received.  At this time we plan on 

allowing youth practices to start August 26th.  Howev-

er, we do not have a final construction completion 

schedule, and that may affect the start date at either 

building and/or some dates/times may be lim-

ited.  Once we receive the requests we will coordinate 

with the construction contractors and communicate a 

starting date.   

BENNET CLASS LISTS TO BE POSTED: 

Class lists will be posted on the windows of the Ben-

net Elementary gym door and the front doors at Pal-

myra High School entryway on Wednesday, August 

7th after 3:00 p.m. Students and parents may come up 

to the school and check to see whom their child's 

teacher will be. 

https://www.districtor1.org/vnews/display.v/ART/609c2208ec393?in_archive=1
http://www.districtor1.org
about:blank


To Guardians of Students Utilizing OR-1 Busing 
 
School will start on Monday, August 12th.   We have been 
busy working on bus routes for this year. Cathy Fick will 
contact you approximately 1 week before school starts 
with your pick-up time. If you are new to the district and 
requesting bus service, please contact Cathy Fick at 402-
540-2879, or email her at fick.cat@districtor1.net, so that 
your name can be added to the routes.  If you plan to use 
bus service again this year please email, call or text 
Cathy.  If she doesn’t hear from you, she will assume no 
bus service is needed. 
  
The routes and times may not be permanent until everyone 
needing bus service is registered. There is a good chance 
times will vary the first week of school, which is depend-
ent on who is riding, so please be patient.  Daily drop off 
times are not a guarantee and 
will vary depending on who is 
riding each day.  You should, 
however, start to see some con-
sistency starting the 2nd week 
of school. 
  
Please note that the bus drivers 
are allowed a maximum of one
-minute wait time for picking 
up and getting students on the 
bus, so please have your child 
ready and waiting outside at 
their scheduled time for 
pickup.  This one minute wait 
time is factored in so that driv-
ers are not late to their next pickup and students arrive on 
time to school.  Unfortunately, drivers will not be able to 
wait. 
  
We ask that if your child will not be riding the bus for any 
reason to please call or text Cathy Fick at 402-540-2879. 
Please make every attempt to call the night before if possi-
ble. If not, please call at least 15 minutes before your 
scheduled pick-up time, so drivers have time to adjust their 
route. It is important that the school and driver both have 
this information.  If your child will not be riding for an 
extended period of time, please let Cathy know well 
enough in advance. 
 
Late Start Notice  
When the district announces a late start, school begins 
at 10:00 a.m. This will adjust your pick-up time ap-
proximately one hour and 45 minutes later than nor-
mal.  For example, a 7:00 a.m. pick-up time will change 
to 8:45 a.m.  The Bennet shuttle leave-time for the high 
school will be 9:30 a.m., and the Palmyra shuttle leave-
time to the elementary will be at 9:45 a.m. 
  
We prefer that you call (a signed note is also acceptable 
and must be turned into the office) when your child has 
alternate plans for riding the bus. For example, if they are 
not riding the bus home, if they are going home with an-
other student, or if they are having a friend go home with 
them. If they don't have a note or been called in, they will 
ride their normal bus route.  Please make sure alternate 
plans are communicated, so your child gets to the proper 

location. It’s preferred if parents call/text Cathy prior to 3:00 p.m. 
to make a change in your child's afternoon bus transportation.  No 
changes will be accepted after that time as buses may be in route 
and calls cannot be taken (emergency situations only). 
  
There is to be no food, candy, gum, or drinks on the bus except 
for water in a plastic or non-glass container.  No skateboards, 
scooters, spray deodorant, colognes, etc. are allowed.  If your stu-
dent has a band instrument that needs to be taken home and is 
riding the bus, it must fit in the overhead rack or in the seat with 
them.  Large instruments that don’t fit in one of those areas pose a 
safety risk to the driver and other students on the bus because 
they can’t be secured.  Alternate plans will need to be made to 
transport items that can’t be secured safely.   
  
If your child has a health issue that you feel the bus driver should 
be aware of, please let Cathy know. 

  
If your child has any problems on the 
bus, please let Cathy Fick know.  Our 
driver’s focus is on driving the bus 
and getting your child to and from 
home and school safely. Depending on 
the situation, school administration 
will be informed to help resolve any 
issues.   Please see the student hand-
book for the bus discipline policy. 
  
Please observe parking restrictions and 
times in the drop off areas at both 
school buildings.  The South side 
morning bus loading at Bennet is 
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Please note that 

the north side afternoon bus loading at Bennet is 2:45 p.m. - 
3:15 p.m. Also the bus shuttle will return to Bennet on the south 
side from 3:55 p.m. - 4:10pm.  These time frames are restricted to 
all non-bus vehicles. 
Bus load times at the high school are 7:30 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. on the North Side of the school, in the bus 
indent.  For morning shuttle bus riders loading at the high school 
and going to Bennet, please drop off your child on the northwest 
side of the school and have them walk down the sidewalk to the 
east to load.  
Please do not go around bus stop arms when they are extend-
ed on roads and school property.  This is for the students’ and 
your safety and it’s the law. 
 
Shuttle Bus Leave Times 
*  Shuttle from the elementary to the high school in the mornings 

are 7:30 a.m., 7:40 a.m., and 7:45 a.m. 
*  Shuttle from the high school to the elementary in the mornings 

are 7:55 a.m., 8:00am., and 8:05 a.m. 
*  Load time at the Legion in Palmyra is 7:35 a.m., and leave-

time is 7:40 a.m. 
*  Afternoon drop off at the Legion in Palmyra is 3:10 p.m. 
*  Shuttle drop off from the elementary to the high school is    

3:20 p.m. 
*  Shuttle drop off from the high school to the elementary is    

3:55 p.m 
 
Thank you for your help and patience.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact  Cathy Fick’s cell:      
540-2879 (call or text) email fick.cat@districtor1.net) 



4th Graders Contemplate Their Futures 
 

What are you going to do when 
you turn 16, 21, and 28 years old? This 
was a question that all 4th graders had to 
answer this year. There were many high 
school plans made, future college deci-
sions decided, and students even started to 
ruminate on what life may look like at 28 
years old.  
 
  At 16 years old, many of our 4th 
graders were very focused on the fact that 
they could possibly have the opportunity 
to drive to school. Some had to do some 
quick calculations to determine if they 
would be driving at 16, or would they 
have an older sibling who would have to 
drive them to school. Some were also very 
invested into what specific model of car 
they would driving… just a heads up, they 
were not cheap.  
 
 At 21, 4th graders had to decide if they were go-
ing to join the work force, military, or attend 2 year or 4 
year college. Many of the students described what job, 
major, or branch of military they would be a part of.  
 

 At 28 years old, students 
described what their lives would 
look like. Would they be living in 
Nebraska? Do they own a home? 
Did they make it through college 
or make a career change? All of 
these and many other questions 
were answered by our 4th grade 
students.  
 
 After the students had or-
ganized their thoughts. The kids 
had to create a speech including all 
of their information about what 
life looks like for them at 16, 21, 
and 28. The 4th graders would then 
have to present this speech to all 
of their peers, while also practic-
ing proper speech etiquette such as 
appropriate voice level, eye con-
tact, and hand gestures.  
 

 Altogether, the kids had a great time 
and enjoyed sharing some of their dreams 

and aspirations with their peers. We are 
looking forward to seeing them grow and 
achieve those goals someday.  

Quality Reading 

By Ms. Swartzendruber 

 

Back-to-School is right around the corner, and it can be a busy time.  Encouraging your child to continue to read is 

important to help students avoid the “summer slide.”  The “summer slide” is when students lose some of the achieve-

ment gains they made during the previous school year.  Here are some tips and activities to help motivate your child 

to read during the summer.   

 

Tips to Encourage Reading 

• Read aloud with your child everyday 

• Take turns reading, I read/You read 

• Read the same book as your child and discuss it 

• Let your child pick the books they want to read 

• Visit the library regularly 

• Schedule a time for reading each day 

• Track reading minutes on a log 

• Set a goal 

• Create a reading nook 

 

Reading Activities 

• Reading Programs at your local library 

• Sight word hopscotch 

• Book scavenger hunt finding 5-10 things from the book 

•  Read items around the house like cereal boxes, newspapers, magazines, etc. 

• Listen to audiobooks in the car 



Healthy Summer Habits 

By: Abby Eastep, Bri Lahmon, and Karen Redd 

Summers can be lots of fun for you and your family. 

We enjoy vacations, pool days, sporting events, and 

much more. Don’t forget to include some of these 

essentials in your summer fun to help continue edu-

cational growth and engagement and create an easier 

transition back to school for your family. 

1. Read for 20 minutes a day 

Reading 20 minutes a day helps increase academic 

performance, builds literacy skills, improves vocabu-

lary, and boosts mental health. We have lots of great 

local libraries to help incorporate new books into 

your home. 

2. Create a daily routine 

Children thrive when following a daily routine. This 

routine will help your child know what to expect day 

to day, which will reduce stress and anxiety. A rou-

tine will also help create an easy transition to ease 

back into school this fall. 

3. Go on educational outings 

Summer is a great time to get your kids out of the house 

to enjoy some new experiences. We have many options 

for educational outings between Lincoln and Omaha 

such as the Kiewit Luminarium, Morrill Hall, and the 

Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum. You 

can even enroll them in some fun camps. The list can go 

on and on. 

4. Limit electronics 

Encourage your child to turn off their devices and use 

their imagination. Play outside, cook a treat, get creative 

with some arts and crafts, or even enjoy a board game 

with a friend. Putting time limits on electronic devices 

and the television can help encourage these healthy hab-

its. 

5. Move your body 

Children should have 60 minutes or more of physical 
activity in a day. Inside or outside you have many oppor-

tunities to get up and move your body. Many kids enjoy 
swimming, riding their bike, and jumping on a trampo-
line. These are all great ways to keep our bodies and 

brains in good health. 

Life-Skills with Mrs. Whyman 

On February 5, 2024, (one day late) we celebrated the 100th 

day that we have been in school this year.  Everything we did 

had to do with the number 100!  We started off the day by go-

ing on a scavenger hunt finding 100 Hershey kisses and then 

had to put them in numerical order.  Finding all 100 was quite 

the challenge.  We finally located the 100th kiss during 8th pe-

riod! During English Language arts, we wrote 100 words that 

we know.  In between writing them, we also delivered 100 

kindness cards to students and staff.  During science class we 

built structures out of 100 paper cups.  This proved to be challenging as every little 

movement could make them top-

ple.  We also practiced counting 

by tens to 100 by making a paper 

chain with a different color for 

each set of 10s. At the end of our 

day we counted out 100 pieces of 

our favorite snacks.  We then got 

to enjoy them!    



New staff at District OR1 

   A new year brings new faces to School District OR1. Please 

welcome the following new teachers to our schools! 

Jacob Wieseler - High School English  

1. Where are you originally from? 

Wynot, NE 

2. What college did you graduate 

from? Mount Marty University 

3. What are your hobbies/interests? I 

love sports and video games. I like 

playing chess and I love talking 

about mythology. 

4. What are you most excited for at 

District OR-1? The thing I am most 

excited about is getting to know the 

students and the staff. I really think 

that relationships are the most im-

portant part of a classroom and school environment. I'm excited 

to build a space where students feel safe and respected. I want to 

encourage a classroom of true learning and growth. 

5. Are you an early bird or night owl? During the week, I am an 

early bird. On the weekends, I am a night owl. 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or pre-

sent), who would it be, and where would you go? Denzel Wash-

ington. I don't know for sure where we'd go, but he seems like an 

individual that would be fun to discuss things with. 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself. I don't have 

much. One of my eyes is blue, and the other is green, but it is hard 

to see. 

Taylor Baumert - High School PE and Social Studies 

1. Where are you originally 

from? Pawnee City, NE 

2. What college did you grad-

uate from? Wayne State Col-

lege (2013) 

3. What are your hobbies/

interests? Anything to do with 

athletics & competition. 

Spending time with family. I 

love to read.  

4. What are you most excited for at District OR-1? District OR-1 

is on the rise. I'm looking forward to being a part of that.  

5. Are you an early bird or night owl? Early bird. 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or pre-

sent), who would it be and where would you go?  Abraham Lin-

coln. The location doesn't really matter, but might as well be the 

White House if we are going all-out.  

Mark James - High School Science 

1. Where are you origi-

nally from? I grew up on 

the North shore of lake 

Superior. Yes, I am origi-

nally a Canuck. Howev-

er, I also lived for a year 

in England as my father 

is British. My mother, 

however, is American 

and for a period of time I 

had the dubious honor of being eligible for getting drafted 

into 3 militaries at once! 

2. What college did you graduate from? I graduated from UNL after 

spending my first year at the University of Calgary, in Canada. My grad-

uate work has included The University of Aurora in Chicago and The 

University of Nebraska - Kearney. 

3. What are your hobbies/interests? In terms of hobbies, I spend a lot of 

time outdoors camping, fishing and hunting with my boys. We also have 

a small farm where we are slowly trying to tame wild Nebraska into 

something manageable. Our "farming" consists of raising bees, goats 

and chickens at the moment. In the past it has also included rabbits and 

pigs but trying to keep pigs on one side of a fence was driving me mad! 

4. What are you most excited for at District OR-1? Palmyra caught my 

attention in terms of its leadership and vision. A school district that 

wants to do whatever it takes to prepare its students for their NEXT step, 

rather than just paying attention to the time they spend in High School.  

5. Are you an early bird or night owl? If I have to stay up late I may turn 

feral!  Late night seems like a chore but the early morning light really 

strikes me as beautiful: the most underappreciated parts of the day. 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or present), 

who would it be and where would you go? I want to sit at a table BE-

SIDE Craig Fergusen's table; where I am not having to interact directly 

but can listen in on his insanity.  

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself  At least one of the 

following is true:a) I adopted a child while my wife was on vacation  

b) I was a figure skater in my youth  

c) I was attacked by a river otter while tubing  

d) I have a story called "the poo chips" that I use when teaching  

Payton Partida - 5th Grade 

1. Where are you originally from? I am originally from Hickman, NE! 

We moved to Panama 6 years ago! 

2. What college did you graduate from? I 
graduated from Peru State College! Go 
Bobcats! 
3. What are your hobbies/interests? I love 
going for long walks, reading, drinking 
coffee, and shopping.  
4. What are you most excited for at District 
OR-1? I can’t wait to meet all of the stu-
dents and their families! I’m so excited to 
get out in the community and connect with 
everyone!  
5. Are you an early bird or night owl? A 
night owl for sure!!   
6. If you could have dinner with any fa-

mous person (past or present), who would it be and where would you 
go? I would have to choose Taylor Swift and I would want to go to Tex-
as Roadhouse!  
BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself.  I broke my first 

bone (my leg) when I was 22 years old…slipping on ice . My son was 

four-months old at the time…that was an experience! 

Ann Fritsch - Elementary Special Education 

1. Where are you originally from? Wausa, NE. 

2. What college did you graduate 

from? Wayne State College 

3. What are your hobbies/interests? 

-Hiking, Travelling, Reading 

4. What are you most excited for at 

District OR-1? To meet all the amaz-

ing staff and students! 

5. Are you an early bird or night 

owl? Night Owl 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or present), 

who would it be and where would you go? I would go get coffee and 

brunch with Lainey Wilson at The Table Coffee House. 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself  I get married to 

my fiancé at the end of June!  



Jonna Pester - High School Math 

Where are you originally from? I grew up 

just outside of Lincoln and went to Waverly 

High School. 

2. What college did you graduate from? I 

graduated from Nebraska Wesleyan Univer-

sity with a major in mathematics and a sec-

ondary education endorsement. Then went 

on and got my masters degree from UNL in 

Masters in the Art of Teaching 

(Mathematics). 

3. What are your hobbies/interests? My hob-

bies/interests are spending time with my 

family (immediate and extended), playing 

tennis, reading, playing cards and other games with my family and 

friends, and taking care of my flower gardens. 

4. What are you most excited for at District OR-1? I am looking 

forward to meeting new people, both faculty and students, and to 

the challenges and helping expand the dual credit courses that Dis-

trict OR-1 can offer. I taught at Palmyra from 2000-2007 and am 

excited to be returning. 

5. Are you an early bird or night owl? I used to be 100% night owl. 

Now, I am a night owl during the summer and an early bird during 

the school year. 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or pre-

sent), who would it be and where would you go? This is a tough 

one. However, knowing myself, I am not sure I could handle dinner 

with a famous person. I would get nervous and not be able to talk 

and I definitely wouldn't be able to eat. So I am better off admiring 

the famous from afar.  

Julie Hendricks - High 

School English 

1. Where are you originally 

from? I am originally from 

Palmyra, Nebraska. 

2. What college did you grad-

uate from? I received my 

teaching degree from the Uni-

versity of Nebraska at 

Kearney. 

3. What are your hobbies/interests? I love to read, travel, and follow 

all "HUSKER" sports. 

4. What are you most excited for at District OR-1? District OR-1 is 

such an exciting district because of the progressive nature of the 

building project. The additional teaching staff also demonstrates an 

investment in our youth that is really second to none. I'm very im-

pressed with the commitment of the teaching staff at Palmyra and 

that makes it a pretty exciting place to work. 

5. Are you an early bird or night owl? The problem is I'm kind of 

both so sometimes burning the candle at both ends can be exhaust-

ing. 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or pre-

sent), who would it be and where would you go? I would most like 

to have dinner with Tom Osborne. We would go to Casa Bovina and 

discuss football and politics. 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself  I worked for 

the postal service for 16 years and loved carrying mail. Additional-

ly, I am a Licensed Massage Therapist. 

Jared Haag - Elementary Principal 
1. Where are you originally from? 

Fairbury, NE 

2. What college did you graduate 

from? Peru State College  

3. What are your hobbies/interests? 

Spending time with my family, 

watching sports, and summer boat-

ing. 

4. What are you most excited for at 

District OR-1? Building relation-

ships and getting to know the stu-

dents, families, and staff that create 

an outstanding school community 

that is District OR-1.  

5. Are you an early bird or night 

owl? Early Bird 

6. If you could have dinner with any famous person (past or present), 

who would it be and where would you go? Patrick Mahomes @ Ar-

thur Bryant's in Kansas City 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself: Between both 

sides of my extended family, 27 of us are current or retired educa-

tors. I often say I "joined the family business".  

6th-Grade Supplies List: 
 
-1 single-subject spiral notebook 

-1 red folder 

-1 green folder 

-1 blue folder 

-1 yellow folder 

-1 black folder 

-1 folder your color/design choice 

-24-40 pack mechanical pencils 

-1 package washable markers 

-1 package-colored pencils 

-basic calculator 

-1 package Clorox wipes or 1 package 

multiple Clorox wipes 

-no binders 

-no toys 

Staff Former Position Current Position 

Ms. Walter  Elem Principal  Director of Student Services 

Julie Hendricks  Full-time Sub   HS English 

Mr. Pester  5th Grade   6th Grade 

Mr. Weils  Special Education   HS Math 

Transition of Current Staff: 

 



2024-2025 “Elementary School Supply List” 




























